Agribusiness Industry
Services

AGRIBUSINESS

Our Food and Agribusiness attorneys offer soup-to-nuts legal solutions to businesses throughout this
multi-level industry, including producers, vendors, cooperatives, lenders, investors and business
professionals.

PATENTS, BRAND
PROTECTION AND
LICENSING

ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE &
PERMITTING

Our attorneys advise and implement
patent, trademark and copyrights
protection strategies, including
registration and licensing for
agribusiness clients. We also advise
and negotiate technology transfer
and development agreements, and
confidentiality agreements.

We advise on environmental
compliance with federal, state and
local water quality and air quality
laws. Our attorneys also plan and
prepare permit applications under
these and other applicable
environmental law mandates We
have extensive experience in
assisting lenders and purchasers in
evaluating the priority and validity of
water rights, disputes involving BLM
and Forest Service grazing rights,
and environmental restraints on
operations.

LABELING,
MARKETING &
FOOD SAFETY

PROPOSITION 65
COMPLIANCE &
DEFENSE

We advise clients and implement
compliance with product packaging
and labeling requirements; branding,
e-commerce and marketing law
requirements; FDA requirements and
investigations involving food-borne
illnesses, recalls, and food
processing compliance; organics and
other certification programs;
obligations under various other
federal and state law and regulations.

We regularly work with companies,
testing laboratories, experts and
industry scientists to assist
companies with Prop 65
compliance. In addition, we help
companies monitor Prop 65
regulations and trends, including
proposals by the California Office of
Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment to add new chemicals
to the Prop 65 list.
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WATER RIGHTS
Stoel Rives has an active and
comprehensive water law practice
representing farmers, cities, utilities,
and industrial and commercial water
users facing today's challenging
regulatory environment. Acquiring
water rights for clients is the
foundation of our water law practice.
We help clients develop long-range
management plans to ensure they
have the water they need and that
they meet their obligations under the
Clean Water Act. We also assist many
water users and landowners in
meeting permitting challenges under
section 404 of the Clean Water Act
and similar state laws.

LITIGATION
Our attorneys protect and defend
client rights in all forms of business
litigation, including commercial
contract, construction, distribution,
employment and product liability
matters. We also represent
agribusiness clients in multi-state,
multi-plaintiff class action suits.

AGRIBUSINESS

Our Food and Agribusiness attorneys offer soup-to-nuts legal solutions to businesses throughout this
multi-level industry, including producers, vendors, cooperatives, lenders, investors and business
professionals.

FINANCE
Our attorneys advise and structure
debt and equity financing of all types,
including senior debt, subordinated
debt, corporate bond financing and
equity offerings. Also counsel on
state incentive programs and grant
applications, along with local
government development
agreements.

MERGERS &
ACQUISITIONS
We advise, structure and negotiate
the purchase and sale of
businesses, buyouts,
reorganizations and financings, and
assist with associated due diligence
in areas such as antitrust,
environmental compliance, labor
contracts, commercial contracting,
tax, real estate, employee benefits
and intellectual property.

LABOR &
EMPLOYMENT
Our labor and employment attorneys
counsel agribusiness clients to
ensure they comply with a vast array
of local, state and federal laws and
regulations. Counsel and advice
ranges from the basics of developing
and drafting handbooks and policies
to complex disputes.
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ANTITRUST
We counsel clients on compliance
with federal and state antitrust laws
and laws governing unfair
competition, including laws relating to
agreements among competitors, laws
governing the relationship between
manufacturers and their distributors,
antitrust regulation of mergers and
acquisitions, rules governing belowcost pricing and exclusionary
practices by dominant firms and a
variety of other competition-related
regulations.

AGRIBUSINESS EXPERIENCE

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Confidential Client
Manage the global trademark portfolio of one of the
nation’s most prominent dairy cooperatives.

Northstar Bioenergy
We assisted the client in a variety of project-related
matters, including trademark, food regulatory
compliance, balance of plant agreements, grain
contracts, property and sales tax issues and labor and
employment.

Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
We successfully defended this client in a commercial
arbitration in California that raised complex and
financially significant issues of trademark ownership and
infringement, business valuation and fiduciary duties. All
of the claimant's arguments were rejected by the
arbitration panel, and Syngenta Seeds was awarded all
its attorneys' fees and costs.

Confidential Client
We represented an orchard property seller in
connection with plant patent and trademark claims
relating to its apple variety on the property.

ENVIRONMENTAL
Confidential Client
We represent an agribusiness firm on EPA Clean Air
Act matters, including response to requests for
information. We also advise the client on permit strategy
requirements, implementation of permits and
regulations, and regulatory development.

Threemile Canyon Farms
We serve as environmental legal counsel to a 90,000acre eastern Oregon agricultural operation on permitting
and compliance matters for what is one of the largest
dairy and organic farms in the United States. The
representation includes creating a habitat conservation
agreement under the ESA, overseeing ESA
consultations around water withdrawals and dredging
activities, acquiring and trading water rights to achieve
mitigation credit for salmon habitat impacts associated
with irrigation activities, overseeing dairy (CAFO)
permitting, and strategizing on issues related to the
development of the farm's unprecedented sustainable,
closed loop operations and digester construction and
operation.

Confidential Client
We provide national environmental counsel
representation for a Fortune 500 food processing
company. Our role includes compliance counseling,
enforcement response, permitting, and contaminated
site management for 80+ locations nationwide.

LITIGATION
Monsanto Company
Served as lead counsel in multiple class actions filed in
numerous states arising out of the discovery of
genetically modified wheat on a single Oregon farm.
These cases have been consolidated as MDL No. 2473
in the United States District Court for the District of
Kansas. The cases sound in negligence and contend
that the release of genetically modified wheat into
commercial wheat channels has damaged the
worldwide market for U.S. wheat and harmed U.S.
farmers. Similar cases against other agribusiness
companies have resulted in nine figure settlements

SunOpta Fruit Group, Inc.
We successfully represented this client in breach of
contract litigation and other claims brought by a grower
of strawberry plants. We won an across-the-board
victory for our client. The court awarded SunOpta all
attorneys' fees and costs, and the plaintiff withdrew its
pending appeal.
Northwest Dairy Association
We successfully represented this client in litigation
brought by former cooperative members alleging fraud,
breach of fiduciary duty, unjust enrichment, mistake and
breach of contract in connection with multimillion-dollar
milk purchase contracts.
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PROUD TO SUPPORT THE AGRIBUSINESS INDUSTRY

American
Agricultural Law
Association

American Seed
Trade Association

California League of
Food Processors

California Women for
Agriculture

Cultivating Change
Foundation

Food Northwest

Food
Producers of
Idaho

Idaho Eastern
Oregon Seed
Association

Oregon FFA

Pacific Seed
Association

Western
Growers
Association
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STOEL RIVES LLP

OUR VALUES
Value-added legal solutions
for established and emerging
business clients.
Commitment to integrity, diversity,
our communities and
each other.

Development and training of the
highest caliber lawyers and staff.
Stoel Rives
Office Locations
Stoel Rives Attorneys
Licensed to Practice

Distinctive client service and
relationships built on specialized
expertise, deep business and
industry knowledge, and a
commitment to excellence.

INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRM

Stoel Rives LLP is a U.S. law firm with a full suite of transactional and
litigation solutions for U.S. and international clients.
Established in 1907, the firm has more than 350 attorneys operating
out of 10 offices in seven states plus Washington, D.C.

OUR PRACTICES

Stoel Rives attorneys provide
experienced legal counsel on the
following core business practices:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Antitrust
Banking
Bankruptcy
Construction and Design
Corporate
Corporate Finance
Corporate Governance
Employee Benefits
Energy
Environmental

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Estates and Trusts
Exempt Organizations
Forest Products
Governmental Entities
Health Care
Insurance
Intellectual Property
Labor and Employment
Land Use
Litigation
Mergers and Acquisitions
Municipal Law
Natural Resources
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil and Gas
Patents
Products Liability
Project Finance
Real Estate
Renewable Energy
State and Federal Taxation
Technology
Trade Regulation
Trademarks and Copyrights
Venture Capital
Water Law
White-Collar Crime
Workouts and Restructuring

