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Welcome to the Utah Patent Report 2003, a first-of-its-kind analysis of Utah’s patent scene.

To produce this report, intellectual property and corporate attorneys in the Salt Lake City office of
the regional business law firm Stoel Rives LLP first gathered raw patent statistics from the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office. They then analyzed, categorized and ranked the data to reveal
important details about Utah’s recent patent activity. This data is shown in several charts included
in this report.

As you read on, you’ll learn more about which companies are receiving the most patents and
which high-tech sectors are especially hot in Utah.

If you’re a venture capitalist, we hope this report fosters your interest in investing in Utah. If you’re
one of Utah’s hundreds of high-tech business owners, we wish you continuing success. And if
you’re a journalist interested in covering Utah’s economic growth (or even just an Average Joe or
Josephine interested in the high-tech world), we hope this is a useful resource.

Special thanks to the many individuals who helped make the Utah Patent Report 2003 a reality.
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Key Findings of the Utah Patent Report 2003

Utah
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Every state likes to tout its high-tech savvy. But measuring that high-tech savvy is
a challenge.

The Utah Patent Report 2003 attempts to provide an objective tally of one state’s
patent scene and let the numbers speak for themselves.

The charts and commentary that follow provide more detail. The key findings are
summarized here.

Patent Growth from 1993 to 2003

• The number of patents awarded to Utah inventors has quadrupled in the last
two decades.  In 1983, 210 patents were issued. That number increased to
525 patents issued in 1993 and 847 patents in 2003.

Diversity of Technology

• A total of 62 percent of Utah patents issued in 2003 were for non-mechanical
innovations, which includes areas like biotechnology, chemicals, medical
devices, computer software and electrical devices. Only 38 percent of Utah
patents issued in 2003 were for mechanical devices. This high ratio of high-
tech patents indicates that the state’s high-tech sector is maturing.

Utah’s Top Patent Awardees Overall

• The Utah companies whose inventors were awarded the most patents overall
in 2003 were:

- 3Com Corporation (37 patents)

- Lifetime Products, Inc. (33)

- Novell, Inc. (24)

- BD Medical (22)

- University of Utah (21)
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Specific Fields of Invention and Their Top Awardees

• The Utah Patent Report identifies six specific fields of invention. The top awardees
in each specific field during 2003 were:

Biotechnology
University of Utah
6 patents

Chemicals,
Pharmaceuticals and
Nutraceuticals
Alliant Techsystems Inc.
12 patents

Medical Devices
BD Medical
14 patents

Computer Software and
Web Services
Novell, Inc.
22 patents

Electrical Devices
3Com Corporation
27 patents

Mechanical Devices
Lifetime Products, Inc.
33 patents
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Utah Patent Report Charts:
Stoel Rives’ At-a-Glance Analysis

of Utah Patent Data for 2003

The charts that follow are the meat of the Utah Patent Report. These charts distill
Stoel Rives’ research on Utah’s patent scene. They’re designed to give you a quick
view of how many patents were awarded in 2003, in what fields of invention and to
inventors at which companies.

As you review the charts, please keep these two facts in mind:

• Patents are awarded to individuals rather than to companies. However,
most of the inventors who receive high-tech patents receive those patents
while working as employees of specific companies. The inventors’
employers are typically named on the patent applications. Rather than
tallying patent recipients by individual name, the Utah Patent Report
identifies and ranks the total number of patents by company name. This
helps us see which companies’ inventors are most prolific.

• The statistics provided here reflect innovative activity in Utah only. Many
companies—like Autoliv, Intel and 3Com—have research facilities in other
states. However, the Utah Patent Report’s figures for these and other
companies only include patents which identify at least one of the inventors
as a Utah resident.
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Chart #1

Total Patents Awarded
(1983, 1993, 2003)

This chart shows how many patents were awarded to Utah inventors during the years 1983, 1993 and 2003.
The chart is based on information available through the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office—information
analyzed and compiled by the Salt Lake City office of the regional business law firm Stoel Rives LLP.

Commentary

The dramatic 150% increase in patent activity from 1983 to 1993 was approximately double the national
percentage increase for the same period. This period corresponded with Utah’s transition to a technology-
focused economy from its historical dependence on mining, military-related industries and agriculture.
Notably, this time period also corresponds with the ascent of Utah’s information technology industry (IT). For
example, the first digital word processor software (WordPerfect) and the first networking software (NetWare)
are both Utah originals.

The less dramatic but still respectable 61 percent increase in patent activity from 1993 to 2003 corresponds
with a period of increasing technological diversification in Utah. During this time, Utah’s IT industry
struggled, transitioned and emerged intact. The medical device industry continued to maintain its strong
national position. And Utah’s biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries took root and blossomed.
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The number of patents awarded to Utah inventors has quadrupled in the last two decades. In
comparison, the number of patents awarded nationally tripled. In 1983, 210 Utah patents were
issued. That number increased to 525 patents issued in 1993 and 847 patents in  2003.
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Chart #3

Breakdown of Patents by Field of Invention

This pie chart shows six fields of invention. It illustrates the percentage of Utah patents awarded in each
field in 2003. The chart is based on information available through the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office—
information that has been analyzed and compiled by the Salt Lake City office of the regional business law
firm Stoel Rives LLP.

Commentary

Utah has an especially mature medical device industry, with a growing cluster of complementary
companies. (Because of its early growth in one particular area, Utah is often referred to as “the catheter
capital of the world.”)

The chart above shows that only two percent of Utah’s 2003 patent pie went to biotechnology. This
number is deceiving. The biotech slice is small because the biotech ecosystem is young, but rapidly
growing.

You could say that biotech is the new IT in Utah. It’s positioned for spectacular growth in much the same
way IT was positioned for its growth spurt 20 years ago.

To distinguish itself from other states, and to plot a strategy for growth, the state of Utah has identified four
“economic ecosystems.”  Essentially, these ecosystems are clusters of technological growth that the state
is particularly committed to developing. The four ecosystems are biotechnology, digital media, medical
devices and Web services. More information is available at http://ecosystems.utah.gov.
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2003 2002
Rank Assignee Total Total

14 All Rite Products, Inc. 5 1

BioMicro Systems, Inc. 5 0

Diamicron, Inc. 5 6

Ethicon, Inc. 5 2

Eva Corporation 5 2

Fairchild Semiconductor 5 7

MedicineLodge, Inc. 5 0

Merit Medical Systems, Inc. 5 2

Smith International, Inc. 5 7

15 Aeromet Technologies, Inc. 4 0

Deltagen Proteomics, Inc. 4 0

Ensign-Bickford Company 4 0

Evans & Sutherland 4 6

IBC Advanced Technologies 4 3

L-3 Communications 4 6

Utah State University 4 2

2003 2002
Rank Assignee Total Total

1 3Com Corporation 37 52

2 Lifetime Products, Inc. 33 10

3 Novell, Inc. 24 16

4 BD Medical 22 6

5 University of Utah 21 28

6 Kimberly-Clark 19 5

7 Autoliv ASP, Inc. 17 7

8 Iomega Corporation 16 21

Ultradent Products, Inc. 16 19

9 Alliant Techsystems Inc. 14 18

10 GE Medical Systems 10 4

11 Intel Corporation 8 8

IVIT, LC 8 0

Varian Medical Systems 8 13

12 Baker Hughes Incorporated 7 13

13 NPS Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 6 4

Orbit Irrigation Products, Inc. 6 1

Sarcos, L.C. 6 6

Zevex, Inc. 6 1

Chart #5

Top Awardees Overall

This chart shows which companies in Utah had the most patents awarded to their inventors in 2003. For
comparison, it also shows how many patents each company received in 2002. The chart is based on
information available through the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office—information that has been analyzed
and compiled by the Salt Lake City office of the regional business law firm Stoel Rives LLP.

Commentary

The Utah companies whose inventors were awarded the most patents in 2003 were 3Com Corporation (with
37 patents), Lifetime Products, Inc. (33), Novell, Inc. (24), BD Medical (22) and the University of Utah (21).
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Chart #6

Specific Fields of Invention and Their Top Awardees

These charts show six specific fields of invention and identify the companies in Utah that had the most patents
awarded to their inventors in these specific fields in 2003. The charts are based on information available through
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office—information that has been analyzed and compiled by the Salt Lake City
office of the regional business law firm Stoel Rives LLP.

Medical Devices

Number
Rank Assignee of Patents

1 BD Medical 14

2 Ultradent Products, Inc. 11

3 Kimberly-Clark 9

4 IVIT, LC 8

5 GE Medical Systems 7

6 Ethicon, Inc. 5

Eva Corporation 5

MedicineLodge, Inc. 5

7 Merit Medical
Systems, Inc. 4

Zevex, Inc. 4

8 Ballard
Medical Products 3

Diamicron, Inc. 3

9 Endovascular
Technologies 2

HS West Investments 2

Integ, Inc. 2

IOMED, Inc. 2

MegaDyne
Medical Products 2

NTC Technology Inc. 2

TherMatrx, Inc. 2

ZARS, Inc. 2

Biotechnology

Number
Rank Assignee of Patents

1 University of Utah 6

2 Myriad Genetics, Inc. 2

NPS
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 2

Torres, Anthony R. 2

3 Cognetix, Inc. 1

Deltagen
Proteomics, Inc. 1

Utah State University 1

Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals and
Nutraceuticals

Number
Rank Assignee of Patents

1 Alliant
Techsystems Inc. 12

2 University of Utah 9

3 Autoliv ASP, Inc. 7

4 IBC Advanced
Technologies 4
NPS
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 4

5 Cognetix, Inc. 3

Deltagen
Proteomics, Inc. 3
MacroMed
Incorporated 3
Nano-Tex, LLC 3

6 Aeromet
Technologies, Inc. 2
BioSurface Engineering 2

Bobolink, Inc. 2

Brigham Young
University 2
Diamicron, Inc. 2

Dr. Reddy’s 2

E. Excel International 2

Huish Detergents, Inc. 2

Materials and
Systems Rsrch. 2
Morinda, Inc. 2

Mykrolis Corporation 2

Phelps Dodge
Corporation 2
Pherin
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 2
Watson
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 2
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Commentary

The Utah Patent Report identifies six specific fields of invention. The top awardees in each specific field during 2003
were the University of Utah (Biotechnology – 6 patents), Alliant Techsystems Inc. (Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals &
Nutraceuticals – 12 patents), BD Medical (Medical Devices – 14 patents), Novell, Inc. (Computer Software & Web
Services – 22 patents), 3Com Corporation (Electrical Devices – 27 patents) and Lifetime Products, Inc. (Mechanical
Devices – 33 patents).

Computer Software and Web
Services

Number
Rank Assignee of Patents

1 Novell, Inc. 22

2 3Com Corporation 7

3 Intel Corporation 6

4 Iomega Corporation 5

5 L-3 Communications 3

Legato Systems, Inc. 3

6 Evans & Sutherland 2

IBM 2

PowerQuest
Corporation 2

Teltronics, Inc. 2

Mechanical Devices

Number
Rank Assignee of Patents

1 Lifetime Products, Inc. 33

2 Autoliv ASP, Inc. 9

3 BD Medical 8

4 Kimberly-Clark 7

5 Baker Hughes
Incorporated 6

Orbit Irrigation
Products, Inc. 6

6 All Rite Products, Inc. 5

Daniels, Thomas E. 5

7 BioMicro Systems, Inc. 4

Smith International, Inc. 4

Ultradent Products, Inc. 4

8 3Com Corporation 3

Ensign-Bickford
Company 3

GE Medical Systems 3

Hewlett-Packard 3

Mimix, Inc. 3

Sarcos, L.C. 3

S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc. 3

Electrical Devices

Number
Rank Assignee of Patents

1 3Com Corporation 27

2 Iomega Corporation 9

3 Varian
Medical Systems 6

4 Fairchild
Semiconductor 5

5 University of Utah 4

6 Philips Electronics, N.V. 3

7 AMI
Semiconductor, Inc. 2

ATL Technology, L.C. 2

CAO Group, Inc. 2

Evans & Sutherland 2

GE Medical Systems 2

Hewlett-Packard 2

Intel Corporation 2

Kimberly-Clark 2

Metrologic Instruments 2

MOXTEK, Inc. 2

Novell, Inc. 2

Phonex Corporation 2

Sarcos, L.C. 2

Sonic Innovations, Inc. 2

TechniScan, Inc. 2

Utah State University 2

Zevex, Inc. 2
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14 All Rite Products, Inc. 5 5

BioMicro Systems, Inc. 5 1 4

Diamicron, Inc. 5 3 2

Ethicon, Inc. 5 5

Eva Corporation 5 5

Fairchild Semiconductor 5 5

MedicineLodge, Inc. 5 5

Merit Medical Systems, Inc. 5 4 1

Smith International, Inc. 5 1 4

15 Aeromet Technologies, Inc. 4 1 2 1

Deltagen Proteomics, Inc. 4 1 3

Ensign-Bickford Company 4 1 3

Evans & Sutherland 4 2 2

IBC Advanced Technologies 4 4

L-3 Communications 4 3 1

Utah State University 4 1 1 2
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Commentary

Some of today’s most widely used devices—from CDs and other digital media to the television and myriad
common medical devices—originated in Utah. But even many Utahns are unaware of Utah’s prolific history
of innovation.

Utah’s modern-day high-tech pioneers continue to work, brainstorm, experiment and rethink. In their efforts
to build high-tech companies that grow and flourish, they encounter two daunting obstacles:

• Lack of awareness about Utah’s growing position in the high-tech arena

• Poor access to venture capital

Stoel Rives LLP hopes that the Utah Patent Report 2003 will serve as a key catalyst to help combat these
obstacles and bolster Utah’s high-tech future.
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For additional copies of the Utah Patent Report 2003, contact

Kevin Laurence
Stoel Rives LLP

201 South Main Street, Suite 1100
Salt Lake City, UT  84111

(801) 328-3131
kblaurence@stoel.com

www.stoel.com

To further support the growth of Utah’s high-tech community, Stoel Rives also organizes
and sponsors the annual Stoel Rives Utah Innovation Awards program.

Printed November 8, 2004


